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error of judgment, M. de Vaux's book is one to be received with 
praise and gratitude. It inevitably challenges comparison with Renan's 
Averroes and comes off not badly from the challenge. If we have not 
here the pellucid clearness of Renan's style, nor his magic art of 
arrangement and exposition, we have a far sounder knowledge of 
Arabic and of the subject, and an at least equal enthusiasm and 
liveliness. 

For criticism of details there is little need, nor does space permit. 
It may be enough to remark that the note on p. 145 would not have 
been written if M. de Vaux had taken the trouble to look up Lane's 
Lexicon, and that the obiter dictum as to The Thousand and One 
Nights on p. 55 is highly misleading. Anything that de Sacy took 
the trouble of writing is worth reading, but a great deal has happened 
since he wrote that MSmoire. 

Duncan C. Macdonald. 

Hartford Theological Seminary, 
Hartford, Conn. 

Kants BegrOndung der Religion. Ein kritischer Versuch. 
Mit einem Vorwort uber die Beziehungen der neueren Dog- 
matik zu Kant. Von Wilhelm Mengel. Leipzig : Engel- 
mann, 1900. Pp. x + 82. M. 1.20. 

This new addition to the exceedingly voluminous literature which 
has been called into existence by the critical philosophy proceeds 
along lines very similar to those followed by many of its predecessors. 
It combines high praise with severe criticism : praise for the distin- 
guished service which Kant has rendered to philosophical thinking in 
his wonderful critiques; criticism for the inconsistencies and unre- 
solved contradictions which are to be found in his system. The point 
of view is to be found in what the author calls a critical-realistic 
epistemology ; and from this point of view Kant's shortcoming seems 
to consist in his failure to bring the Ding-an-sich within the realm of 
sure comprehension. Now, since the great realities of religion — God, 
freedom, immortality — belong to the extra-phenomenal order, they 
cannot be surely comprehended, nor set in any intelligible relation to 
our actual, finite existence ; unless, indeed, we depart from the rigid 
a priorism of the Kantian Grundlegung. But this is the very incon- 
sistency of which, among others, Kant has been guilty ; for though in 
his ethics he repudiates in the strongest possible terms the right of 
any "affection" to be heard in the just appraisement of a moral act, 
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yet when he comes to treat of those great realities — God and immor- 
tality — with which religion has more especially to do, he rests them 
both upon foundations which contain a posteriori elements. The fun- 
damental postulate here is that virtue and happiness must, somehow 
and somewhere, be capable of conjoint and proportionate realization. 
The being of God, as the one who alone is able to adjust virtue and 
felicity to each other, is thus the first condition of the realization of 
the highest good ; while the immortality of the soul, without which no 
finite being could attain the good, is the second condition of its reali- 
zation. So the philosophy of religion is grounded upon considera- 
tions which were deemed utterly unworthy to form any part of a true 
system of ethics. 

Dr. Mengel's conclusion is that neither in his epistemology nor in 
his ethics has Kant provided any satisfactory foundation for a philoso- 
phy of religion ; for in the former he denies to thought all real objec- 
tive validity, and in the latter he most emphatically rejects that stone 
which afterward, in the philosophy of religion, is made the head of 
the corner. 

Frederick Tracy. 

University of Toronto. 



The Religious Use of Imagination. By E. H. Johnson. New 
York: Silver, Burdett & Co., 1901. Pp.x+227. $1. 

Unconsciously, as it appears, Professor Johnson has in this volume 
developed a phase of the argument John Fiske supposed he had dis- 
covered, and which he stated in his Through Nature to God; really, 
however, it is involved in the Anselmic statement. This is (in sub- 
stance) that, as the sprout from the buried acorn implies a sunlight 
external to itself, so the aspirations of the soul to God imply an evok- 
ing reality external to the soul. To show the validity of the imagina- 
tion's products when it is applied to religious themes is the author's 
aim. 

Professor Johnson divides his book into two parts : the service 
of the imagination to religious truth, and to life. In the first part 
he investigates the " competency and scope " of this faculty, its deal- 
ing with " problems as to the Creator, the Ruler, and the Father." In 
the second portion he shows how it " sees ideals, breeds energy, and 
enlists perseverance." He discusses the synthetic nature of the imagi- 
nation, and vindicates its use in religion by citing its necessary 
employment in poetry, history, science, and art. He traces its relation 



